Organist and
Choirmaster Search
Christ Church, Frederica (our full name) on
beautiful St. Simons Island, Georgia is searching
for its next Organist and Choirmaster. Christ
Church is an historic and thriving congregation
that values its music program. We are an open
and inviting parish that welcomes all. Please
review our brief profile and the ministry
description for this position and prayerfully
consider applying for or sharing this
opportunity with someone who may be
interested. Thank you for your interest in our
Organist and Choirmaster search!

weekly healing service utilizes Enriching our Worship
texts, while our mid-week contemplative service,
which follows an Episcopal/Anglican structure, is a
compilation of various liturgical sources, many of
which come from outside our tradition. We also have
a Children’s Chapel service on Sundays that we have
crafted ourselves.

Christ Church Construction, C. 1885

The most attended service is the 9:15 am Sunday
service, followed by the 11:15 am service, the
Saturday evening service, the 8:00 am Sunday
service, X-Church, Children’s Chapel, and healing
service in that order.

OUR HISTORY
Christ Church traces its roots to 1736 when The Rev.
Charles Wesley arrived at British Fort Frederica as the
chaplain and secretary to General James Oglethorpe.
Although Charles had a relatively short tenure in the
colony here, Anglicans have been worshipping at
Frederica ever since. The parish was officially
designated in 1808 as Christ Church. The first church
was built in 1820, although it did not survive the Civil
War. The Rev. Anson Dodge built a new church in
1886, which remains to this day.

OUR CONGREGATION AND WORSHIP
Christ Church is a large parish by Episcopal Church
standards, with nearly 1000 members and prepandemic attendance between 300 and 350 on a
typical weekend. Our regular worship schedule
includes three main Sunday services (two with
music), a Sunday Children’s Chapel service (with
music), a Saturday evening service (with occasional
music), a weekly healing service and mid-week
contemplative service.
Our liturgical style is broad. Each weekend we offer
liturgy from the 1928 Book of Common Prayer (BCP),
and Rite I and Rite II from the current BCP. Our

Christ Church Sanctuary

We are blessed with two unique and beautiful
sanctuaries. Christ Church is a beautiful, warm space
largely in its original configuration. Its architecture
does present some challenges, particularly for a
congregation of our size. Its maximum seating
capacity is around 170, although it feels full long
before that. It does not have side aisles, and it does
not lend itself to large instrumental sections. Bell
ringing in Christ Church can be a challenge. St.
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Ignatius Chapel is smaller yet, with a maximum
capacity of around 90.
In addition to the dedicated sanctuary spaces, we use
our parish hall for worship regularly. It has a
maximum capacity of over 200, although it is not
aesthetically pleasing to some, compared to our
church spaces. We have used the Parish Hall for
combined services and when special music was
offered. We hope to utilize the parish hall even more
and redesign it to make worship feel more natural in
that space.
Our congregation skews older, with many retirees,
yet we are regularly adding families with children,
too. We like to get together for fellowship, and
service. Our primary outreach effort centers on the
Backpack Buddies program, which makes sure
children living in poverty have food over the
weekend, sent home through the schools each week.
We are excited for what lies ahead in 2022 as we
actively return to pre-pandemic routines and
offerings. Our capital campaign is bringing about
some much-needed improvements and the future is
bright!

An Easter Sunday Choir Photo

OUR MUSIC MINISTRY
Christ Church has an active music program that
includes an adult choir, two children’s choirs, special

ensembles, a handbell choir, and occasional guest
musicians. Over the years, our music ministry has
also included concerts, arts camps, a Flower and
Music Festival, as well as regional, national, and even
international music ministry. Our music program has
contracted during the pandemic, when singing was
either prohibited or restricted by various mitigation
efforts. We are looking forward to rebuilding the
music program as we come out of the pandemic.

The Adult Choir in action at a 9:15 service

Our congregation appreciates traditional Episcopal
hymnody and likes the inclusion of various other
genres. A recent congregational poll about our music
program identified an eclectic range of preferred
musical styles. We tend to ground ourselves in the
“standards,” but enjoy thinking outside the box and
doing new things.
Our adult choir membership has varied in size. We
have had a tradition of including seasonal choir
members who may only be on St. Simons for a few
months. Prior to the pandemic, the full choir could
number two dozen, although moves, deaths, and
retirements have seen the main choir reduced to
around a dozen singers. We expect those numbers
will rise as we get back to normal parish life.
Our adult choir also includes paid section leaders.
We have had two to five paid section leaders over the
years. We currently have two paid section leaders.
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The adult choir rehearses on Wednesday evenings
and briefly as a warmup on Sunday mornings and
sings at the 9:15 am service during the program year
(September-May). An ensemble of section leaders
sings weekly at the 11:15 am service. We also have a
PT paid musician to offer more contemporary music
at our Children’s Chapel liturgy in the Parish Hall each
Sunday, which offers a child-friendly liturgy of the
word before joining the main service in the Church.

congregations; there is a lot of overlap among St.
Simons churches with handbell choirs and we
celebrate that integration. The handbell choir
traditionally rings at a Sunday liturgy quarterly,
although there was a time they also rang at
community functions as well. There has also been a
children’s bell choir in the past.
Prior to the pandemic we had a regular ensemble for
our Wednesday night contemplative service that we
call X Church (the Greek letter Chi being the first
letter in Christ). The ensemble ranged in size from
four to seven singers, including the Rector. The
majority of the “X Choir” were paid section leaders.
X Church is one of the last liturgies to return following
the pandemic and we are looking forward to this
special time of prayer and music again.

Trebles Rehearsal

Children’s music ministry is very important to us. Like
the adult choir, the pandemic has brought challenges
to this ministry, as well. We have two children’s
choirs, the Trebles and the Choristers. The Choristers
are our youngest group, welcoming singers who are
in preschool or early elementary school. The Trebles
are older elementary school children, with most
stepping away around the start of middle school. We
are hopeful that we can find a regular and intentional
place for our teenage singers in our music program.
Trebles and Choristers currently meet on Wednesday
afternoons and have traditionally sung in a liturgy
every four to six weeks.
The Handbell Choir is also rebuilding following the
pandemic. We currently have less than ten ringers
but have had twice that many in the past. Some of
our ringers have come from other local

X Church Altar

Over the years we have also included music at the
Saturday night service held weekly at St. Ignatius, our
chapel on the south end of the Island. About one
quarter of the persons who attend that service want
occasional music, while one quarter don’t. The other
half don’t have a strong opinion. The pattern has
been to include music once or twice a month,
although there have been periods where music was
not offered. Anthems are often provided by soloists
from any of our choirs, including our children’s
choirs. It has also been a place where persons who
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are not a part of the regular music ministry offer their
gifts of music as well.
For several years prior to the pandemic, we had a
half-time assistant organist who played piano in our
parish hall service on Sunday mornings and assisted
with rehearsals. That position is not currently
budgeted but could be revisited.

Aspiring Organists?

OUR INSTRUMENTS
The organ in Christ Church is a 4-manual 72-stop
digital Allen organ with an AGO concave pedal board.
There is an antiphonal division in the back of the
church and a real Zimbelstern. The organ was
installed in the mid-1990’s and it has MIDI and
recording capabilities. With a capital campaign
underway and prospects for a future phase, which
includes a new worship space, our next Organist and
Choirmaster may get to help determine the next
instruments we add.
We also have a Yamaha Clavinova CLP-240 in the
Church, a Yamaha Clavinova CLP-340 in St. Ignatius, a
1985 Baldwin baby grand piano in the parish hall, and
a late 1990’s Baldwin baby grand piano in the choir
room. We have four octaves of Schulmerich
handbells, and three octaves of Suzuki tone chimes.

OUR NEXT ORGANIST AND CHOIRMASTER
We are looking for a gifted and creative musician
who is passionate about music as ministry. This
person will have a healthy and joyful sense of humor.
We have been blessed by quality organ skills and
musicians with wide ranging styles and abilities, and
our next musician will continue to bless us in this
way. We are seeking a talented director who can
meet our choirs where they are, while teaching and
leading them to new levels of musicianship. This
person will have a love of children and making music
with them. Our next organist will be a flexible team
player who enjoys working with a creative and
dedicated staff. We hope our next organist has some
experience in the Episcopal Church, yet we are
ultimately more interested in an individual’s gifts and
experience. Our next organist will understand the
pastoral aspects of this ministry and will work to
recruit and encourage new participants.

SAINT SIMONS ISLAND AND BRUNSWICK
St. Simons Island is a barrier island off the coast of
Georgia. Similar in size to the Island of Manhattan,
St. Simons has about 15,000 residents. We are a
family-centered beach community in that our pace is
slower than some coastal communities. We do not
have massive hotels or condo complexes. We have a
lot of snowbirds and tourists year-round. St. Simons
Island is a part of Glynn County, which has 85,000
residents. The County seat is the City of Brunswick,
which is just across the causeway that connects us to
the mainland.
St. Simons is a beautiful place to live, with a lot to
offer an active lifestyle. The Island has many miles of
multi-use paths which are great for walking and
biking. Golf, fishing, the beach, and watersports are
all favorite activities. We are about ninety minutes
from metropolitan areas, with Jacksonville, FL and
Savannah, GA being the closest. We have a robust
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local arts scene for our size, with a number of concert
series, local theatre groups, and our own Coastal
Symphony.
St. Simons is a great place for families and couples.
Our Island has two public elementary schools, and
two independent schools (one preK-8, and one preK12). The Island-zoned public middle and high schools
on the mainland have a lot to offer students, with
great records for student achievement. We have a
host of good restaurants as well; choosing where to
eat can be a hard decision!
St. Simons is closely intertwined with the historic city
of Brunswick on the mainland. Brunswick provides
additional opportunities for living, with several
neighborhoods that many find to be more
economical than Island neighborhoods.
The
downtown is being revitalized and is welcoming
more businesses and restaurants all the time.
Beyond groceries and boutiques on the Island, most
shopping will be found in Brunswick. First Fridays are
a popular monthly event in downtown Brunswick.

HOW TO APPLY
Please send resume, cover letter, link to recording
or video of organ playing and/or conducting, and
any other relevant materials to the Rector and Chair
of our Search Committee:
The Very Rev. Tom Purdy
tom@ccfssi.org
Christ Church, Frederica
6329 Frederica Road
St. Simons Island, GA 31522

For more information about Christ Church
visit us online at www.ccfssi.org
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Christ Church, Frederica
Organist and Choirmaster Job Description
MINISTRY TITLE: Organist and Choirmaster
REPORTS TO: The Rector
CLASSIFICATION: Full-time, salary exempt
______________________________________________________________________________
WORKING HOURS
Regular daytime, evening, and weekend work hours required (up to 45 hours per week).
REGULAR DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

Serve as the organist for weekend services, holy days and special services.
Direct adult, children, and bell choirs.
Hire and manage section leaders, additional singers, and instrumentalists as needed.
Manage assistant musicians on staff, when applicable.
Maintain choral library and licenses for copyright compliance.
Plan all music used within the liturgy in collaboration with the clergy staff and any other
musicians as necessary.
Serve as principal organist for weddings and funerals as needed.
o Playing for parishioner weddings and funerals is expected within annual salary.
Non-member funerals and weddings pay additional compensation in addition to
annual salary.
o Meet with families as needed to prepare music for wedding or funeral liturgies.
Provide and reviews the music information for worship bulletins and copyright
information.
Oversee maintenance of parish instruments.
Attend weekly staff meetings and other meetings as necessary.
Arrange for substitute when absent.

QUALIFICATIONS AND SKILLS
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Must be committed to the pastoral and spiritual mission of the parish and understand
that liturgical music is an act of worship, not a performance.
Must have excellent interpersonal, management, communication, and organizational
skills.
Minimum Bachelor’s degree in music, specifically in church music, organ, and/or choral
conducting.
Must have superior organ and piano skills; the ability to play and conduct the choir
simultaneously.
Must have experience with a broad range of musical forms and genres.
Must seek to nurture joy, reverence, and participation in music as part of the
congregation’s life and worship.
Must have a thorough understanding of the liturgy.
Must be able to direct and grow the choirs.
Must have basic computer skills.
Must pass the background check and be in compliance with Safe Church policies.

COMPENSATION AND BENEFITS
Salary and total package will be commensurate with education and experience, in line with
comparable Episcopal parishes in the region and diocese.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Generous cash salary
Health, dental, and vision insurance, with 100% of insurance premiums covered, up to
full family coverage. Note: cash salary may increase if single or plus-one levels are
chosen.
Episcopal Church Lay Pension Payments with up to 5% match
Short-term Disability Insurance
Education Allowance
Four Weeks Paid Vacation
Sabbatical Leave after seven years
Relocation Assistance Offered

