
Advent 2019



Advent is a time of anticipation, reflection, 
and preparation for the birth of Jesus Christ. 
During the four weeks of the Advent season, we 
focus on the coming of Jesus as Messiah in our 
worship, study, and activities at Christ Church. 
Please join us in these weeks of mindful watching, 
waiting and expectation.

Worship
(All 9:15 am Sunday services in Advent will be in the 

Church - no services in the Parish Hall.)

December 1 – First Sunday in Advent
Choral Eucharist will be offered at the 9:15 and 
11:15 am liturgies with Advent musical offerings 
by the Christ Church Choirs. 

December 8 – Second Sunday in Advent
All services will take place at their regular times, 
at 8:00, 9:15 and 11:15 am.

December 15 – Third Sunday in Advent  
There will be special music for morning worship, 
featuring collaborations with our Christ Church 
choirs and special guests.

December 17 – Advent Choral Evensong
Experience the meditative music of Advent, 
during this Advent Choral Evensong, led by the 
Christ Church Trebles and Cantori. Worship be-
gins at 5:30 pm in the historic church.



December 22 – Fourth Sunday in Advent
Lessons and Carols  
The 9:15 and 11:15 am Liturgies will offer a grand 
variety of music including our Adult Choir, Christ 
Church Trebles, X Choir, Hand Bell Choir and 
special guest musicians.

Advent Worship at St. Ignatius Chapel
Holy Eucharist services will be held throughout 
Advent at 5:30 pm on Saturdays, at St. Ignatius 
Chapel at 2906 Demere Road. Special music will 
accompany worship on December 7 and on De-
cember 21,  we’ll have Lessons and Carols.

Healing Services
A Healing Eucharist is offered each Wednesday 
in Advent at noon, at Christ Church, Frederica.

X Church
X Church is offered each Wednesday in Advent at 
6:30 pm, at Christ Church, Frederica. Escape the 
hustle and bustle of the season with the peaceful 
and contemplative prayers of X Church. (X Church 
will be on hiatus on December 25 and January 1.)
 
Christmas Eve Services

December 24 – Christmas Pageant 
4:00 pm Service - Parish Hall
This energetic liturgy centers around our Christ-
mas Pageant where sheep, angels, shepherds, Jo-
seph, Mary and more come to life as we celebrate 
the birth of the Christ Child. 



December 24 – Christmas Eve 
6:00 & 8:00 pm Services 
These liturgies will offer festive Christmas selections 
from our Christ Church Choir of Men and Women, 
Christ Church Trebles, harp, organ, and brass.

December 24 – Christmas Eve 
11:00 pm Service
This traditional midnight liturgy offers harp, or-
gan, and soloists.  Christmas Carols abound!

(Nursery care for infants to children age four will be 
available at 4:00 and 6:00 pm on Christmas Eve.)

Christmas Day Services

December 25 – Holy Eucharist Service at 
St. Ignatius - 10:30 am
Join us for this morning of rejoicing and praise!

Christmas Poinsettias 
You may purchase beau-
tiful memorial poinsettias 
to remember a loved one 
and decorate our worship 
spaces for Christmas. The 
cost is $30 per poinset-
tia and checks should be 
made payable to the Christ 
Church Flower Guild. 
Please send checks and the 
names of those you wish to 
honor to Ethel Horton, at 402 Palm Court St. Si-
mons Island, 31522 by Sunday, December 15.

Grow and Learn
Advent Devotionals 
Living Well Through Advent 2019: Practicing Peace 
with All Your Heart, Soul, Strength, and Mind, is 
this year’s Advent meditation booklet from Liv-
ing Compass. Copies will be available to pick up 
in the church office, or you may download a free 
copy at http://www.livingcompass.org/advent. (A 
$1 donation is appropriate for printed copies.)



Adult Sunday Morning 
Advent Study 
Faithful: Christmas Through 
the Eyes of Joseph
Joseph, the humble car-
penter and earthly father 
of Jesus is sometimes over-
looked in the nativity story; 
however, his example con-
tains valuable lessons for 
all of us. Join the Sunday 

Morning Adult Class during Advent as we exam-
ine Adam Hamilton’s, Faithful: Christmas Through 
the Eyes of Joseph. As we study, we will understand 
how Joseph’s story is much like our own. In life, 
we encounter circumstances that we would never 
have chosen for ourselves. Joseph provides us a 
great example of humbly obeying God even when 
we don’t understand and faithfully moving for-
ward in the strength that God provides. The Ad-
vent Study begins on December 1 and continues 
for the first four Sundays in December. The Class 
meets in the Adult classroom in the Parish House 
at 10:30 am each week and all adults are welcome. 
Books are available in the Christ Church Book 
Shop. Contact: Rev. Dr. Bob Brown at rwb385@
gmail.com. 
  
Advent Wednesday Offering 
Light of the World  
Join Father Tom and Rabbi 
Rachael Bregman as we 
take a deep dive into the his-
tory of the birth of Christ. 
The study will utilize au-
thor, professor, and biblical 
scholar Amy-Jill Levine’s, 
Light of the World: A Begin-
ner’s Guide to Advent.  We will 
explore the story of the birth of Jesus, tracing the 
Christmas narrative through the bible stories of 
Zechariah and Elizabeth, Mary, the journey to 
Bethlehem, and the visit from the Magi. These 
stories will help us explore connections between 
the Gospel stories and the Hebrew Testament, the 



role of women in first-century Jewish culture, the 
importance of Mary’s visitation, the implications 
of Mary’s Magnificat, the census, the stable, the 
star of Bethlehem, and the flight to Egypt. Ses-
sions will meet at 1:00 pm on 11/27, 12/4, 12/11, 
and 12/18. A simple lunch will be served. Cop-
ies of the book are available through the Christ 
Church bookstore for $11.50. Please RSVP by 
calling the parish office: 912-638-8683.
 
Thursday Contemplative Group
Be Still and Know that I Am God!         --Psalm 46:10

There’s a difference 
between knowing 
about God and 
knowing God. Con-
templative practices 
help us know God. 
Through prayer, 
worship, scrip-
ture, meditation, 

and silence, we experience God’s presence and 
are healed, renewed and transformed by God’s 
love. Contemplative Group practices will include 
chanting, centering prayer, and lectio divina.  All 
are welcome! New to contemplative practice? If 
you’ve never practiced centering prayer and/or lec-
tio divina before, no problem! You may call Randy 
to schedule a 15-minute orientation before your 
first meeting. We will meet in the Christ Church 
Parish House Vestry Room for five Thursdays 
from 11:00 am to Noon on December 5, 12, 19 and 
January 2 and 9. (We will skip the week of Christ-
mas.) Come when you can! For more information, 
please contact Randy Siegel at 828-301-0819.

Special Events
December 1 – Wreath-Making - Christ Church 
begins the Season of Advent on Sunday, Decem-
ber 1, at 10:30 am, with a wonderful kick-off event 
featuring making Advent wreaths with your fam-
ily and a Living Advent Wreath ceremony. We 
hope you will join us in the Parish House, where 



we will provide you 
with the materials to 
construct a wreath 
to take home and use 
for family devotion 
during this watchful 
season. Volunteers 
from the Flower 
Guild will be on hand to help, too.  A continental 
breakfast will be served. Contact: Mother Katie at 
katie@ccfssi.org.

December 1 – Youth Trip to Jekyll Island
On December 1, from 6:00 to 8:00 pm, we will 
be taking our children and youth to Jekyll Island 
to have hot chocolate and see the lights. Contact 
Mother Katie at katie@ccfssi.org for more details.

December 7 – Breakfast with St. Nicholas
Join us for breakfast on 
Saturday, Dec. 7, from 
9:00 to 11:30 am in the 
Christ Church Parish 
Hall. This is an event for 
all ages and is particular-
ly special for families with 
children. A hot breakfast 
is served beginning at 
9:00 am. Activities and 
games especially geared 

towards families follow breakfast and St. Nicholas 
will read a very special story to all.

December – Christmas Pageant Rehearsals 
We will prepare for the annual Christmas Pageant 
on Sunday afternoons in Advent, following the 
11:15 am service in the Par-
ish Hall. On Dec. 8 there will 
be tryouts for speaking roles 
and costume fitting. Dec. 15 
will be rehearsal for all roles 
and Dec. 22 will be the final 
dress rehearsal. If you and 
your family will be here for 
the 4:00 pm Christmas Eve 



Pageant service, we would love to have your PreK-
5th Grade child participate in the theatrical retell-
ing of the birth of Jesus. For more information, 
contact Mother Katie at katie@ccfssi.org. 

December 20 – Parents’ Day Out 
9:00 am – 2:00 pm - Christ Church is offering a 
Parents’ Day Out on Friday, Dec. 20, so parents 
of children 12 and under have an opportunity for 
last minute Christmas errands. Parents may spend 
time with their children at the church during this 
event, as well. The day will include lunch, snacks, 
games, and more! Please contact Mother Katie at 
katie@ccfssi.org to sign up your children for this 
event.

Advent Generosity
Angel Tree for Street Beat
The Angel Tree is 
back this year and 
will be set up in the 
Parish Hall. Stop by 
and choose an angel! 
This year we are help-
ing the teens in the 
Safe Harbor Street 
Beat program expe-
rience the spirit of 
Christmas by gifting 
them with one wish 
from their Christmas 
list. Street Beat is an outreach program that reach-
es out to homeless teens. The Street Beat staff build 
trusting relationships, provide nutrition, academic 
support, hygiene kits, sexual exploitation litera-
ture, and support for youth who want to come off 
the streets. Young people receive help completing 
their education, planning for careers, and acquir-
ing housing. Wrapped gifts are greatly appreciat-
ed and they may be brought to the Parish Hall, 
with the angels affixed to the outside by Friday, 
December 13. For more information, please con-
tact Donna Purdy at donnajmpurdy@gmail.com.



Christmas at Sea
Help the mariners who visit the Port of Brunswick 
feel the warmth of love at Christmas this year by 
filling gift boxes or ditty bags for them. Collect 12 
to 15 small items, such as toiletries, socks, caps, 
stationery, pocket Bibles, wrapped snack foods 
and other small gifts, place them in a clear plas-
tic box or ditty bag, and bring it to church office 
in the Parish House by New Year’s Eve. Contact: 
Van Black at vblack@vangardventures.com or 
Susan Shipman at susanshipman920@gmail.com

Christmas Food Baskets 
Our annual collection of food for Christmas baskets 
for needy families in our community begins Decem-
ber 7 and concludes on December 18, at 9:00 am. 
Please bring non-perishable food items for Christ-
mas dinners to either St. Ignatius or the Christ 
Church Parish Hall. You may also donate cash or 
checks, marked for Christmas baskets. Volunteers 
are needed to help as-
semble and distrib-
ute the baskets on 
Wednesday, Decem-
ber 18, beginning at 
9:00 am. For more 
information, please 
contact Jeannie Wade 
at jswade125@att.net.



December 11 – Backpack Buddies
All are welcome to join the 
Backpack Buddies for the 
final packing of the first 
school semester on Wednes-
day, December 11, at 10:00 
am, in the Parish Hall. This 
school year, the Backpack 
Buddies program is feeding 
500+ disadvantaged local 
children. Hunger is a per-
sistent problem in Glynn County and affects more 
than 8,000 school age children. Though students 
have access to two meals per day at school during 
the week, on the weekends and holidays, nutritious 
food can be scarce and even non-existent. You can 
honor a loved one this Christmas by sponsoring 
weekend food for a child for an entire school year 
for $100, or for one semester for $50. For more in-
formation, please contact Susan Shipman at susan-
shipman920@gmail.com.

December 15 – Youth and Pathfinders 
Christmas Food Basket Service Project and 
Christmas Party
Calling all children and youth to help prepare for  
Christmas food basket packing. We’ll have fun and 
fellowship and serve others all at the same time. 
Join us on Sunday, December 15, at 4:00 pm.

December 18 – Christmas Food Basket Packing 
and Delivery 
9:00 am - 1:00 pm - Join us in the Parish Hall for 
this time of fellowship and outreach as we assem-
ble and then deliver the Christmas food baskets to 
local families. 

December 20 – Help Create 
Wreaths for Our Churches
All those who are interested 
in learning how to make a 
wreath or who would like to 
make a wreath for Christmas 
to adorn the walls of one of 
our worship spaces are wel-



come to come join the Altar Guild and Flower 
Guild in the Parish House on Friday, December 
20 at 9:00 am. The only things you need to bring 
are clippers and your gloves; we will provide ce-
dar, wreath forms and easy-to-follow instructions. 
Or just come have a cup coffee and enjoy the fel-
lowship. For more information, please contact 
Anna Belle McCaskill at abmcf@att.net.

ECW Missions
New ECW cookbooks, cook-
ie tins and aprons are in! 
Make these a gift of choice 
during this upcoming holi-
day season and remember 
those on your gift list with 
a remembrance from Christ 
Church, Frederica. All are 
available for purchase in the church office in 
the Parish House and in the Christ Church Gift 
Shop. Cookbooks and aprons are $20 and cook-
ie tins are $15. All proceeds benefit nonprofits in 
our area, with a focus on women and children.

ECW Scholarships
As we open our hearts and give gifts during the 
holiday season, the ECW scholarship fund is a 
great way to honor or memorialize someone spe-
cial and still pass the gift on into the future. The 
scholarship fund is growing and you can be a 
part of it by making a donation as an expression 
of thanks or as a memorial. Know that a young 
woman will benefit from your life-changing gen-
erosity. Contact Paul White, at pwhite@coastal-
georgiafoundation.org, for more information.

Christmas Poinsettia Delivery
After Christmas worship ser-
vices have concluded, the 
Daughters of the King will de-
liver any unclaimed poinsettias 
to our home bound and shut-in 
parishioners. For more infor-
mation, please contact Mother 
Ashton at ashton@ccfssi.org.
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Christ Church Book Store and Gift Shop
As you do your holiday shopping this year, re-
member that Christ Church has a Book Store 
and Gift Shop in the Parish Hall. The store car-
ries a number of unique items, including new 
Christ Church Christmas ornaments.  All pro-
ceeds benefit Christ Church and/or wonderful 
organizations such as the Christ Church ECW,  
Thistle Farms, and Faithful Love, to name a few!

Save the Date
Capital Campaign Launch – January 12, 2020
Mark your calendars and plan to join us at 4:00 
pm in the ballroom at the Island Club Retreat, 
for the kick-off of Rooted. Growing. Building: A 
Campaign for Christ Church. Please contact Amy 
Certain at amy@ccfssi.org for more information.

Annual Meeting, Chili Cook-Off and Youth 
Baking Battle – January 26, 2020
Join us on Sunday, January 26, at 5:30 pm, in 
the Parish House, for the Christ Church An-
nual Meeting. New Vestry members will be 
announced, and parish updates will be shared. 
If you’d like to participate in the chili cook-off, 
or have children interested in the baking battle, 
please contact Mother Katie at katie@ccfssi.org.
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